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The ſad Effefts of the Arbitrary and Deſpotick Pows 


er of the Court of France : That that Power is 
full as Deſpotick as that of the Grand Seignior. 


WA a have hitherto repreſented the State of the Op- 
preſſion under which the Church, Parliaments, No- 
bility, Cities and People of France do labour ; the 

diſmal Impoſts whereby the Kingdom is drain'd ; the unhap- 

py Utſe that is made of the Finances and Revenues, and of 1 

much Blood as iſſues out of the Subjets Veins. Now we 

are to conſider the Source or Fountain-head of theſe Miſ- 
chiefs, and of ſeveral others which we have not yet touch'd 
upon. This is the Deſpotick Might and Arbitrary Power, 
abſolute and boundleſs, +” the French Kings _— to 
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2 The Sighs of France in Slavery. 


themſclves, and which Lewis the 1 4th. has exercis'd, and does 
exerciſe after ſuch a manner, as to cauſe all Countries ( that 
| have Kings) to tremble. The French King does not think 
himſelf bound by any Laws; his Will is the Rule of good 
and right ; he thinks he is not obliged to give an Account 
of his ConduR, ſave to God alone ; he perſwades himſelf 
that he is the abſolute Maſter of the Lives, Liberties, Per- 
ſons, Eſtates, Religion and Conſcience of his Subjects : A 
Maxime that cauſes a Body to tremble, and be ſeized with 
horrour, when he conſiders the conſequences of it, and thar 
before his Eyes he views the preſent reſults of ſuch a Po- 
ſition. Who would not tremble, to think that the Life and 
Death, good and ill Fortune of ſo many Millions of Men, 
ſhould depend upon the Caprice of one alone ? and who 
would not ſhed Tears, to conſider a whole vaſt Kingdom 
reduced into ſo ſad an Oppreſlion, and ſo many Millions 
of Men brought into ſo profound a Miſery, to ſatisfie the 
Paſſions of one ſingle Man ? Hereafter we will ſhew, that 
this Deſporick Power is ſo oppoſite toReaſon, that it may be term- 
ed X:anefs ; ſo oppolite to Humanity, that it may be termed 
Brutal and Inhamane ;, nay, ſo oppolite to the ſpirit of Chri- 
fſtianity, that it may be termed Antichriſtian. But for the pre- 
ſent we ſhall reſt ſatisfied with Gciſplaying the ſad effets 
it produces in France, and how it is there exerciſed in the 

ſight of the whole Earth. | 
This Deſporick, Power is it that has tumbled the Gallicar 
Church into its preſent Oppreſlion. All Chriſtian Princes have 
ever found ſatisfaftion and honour in ſtiling themſelves Sons 
of the Church, and in paying Her Obedience in that qua- 
lity : If they have been Her Fathers, that lay in proteCting 
and defending Her, and not in governing, much leſs tyranniz- 
ing over Her. The Church 1s governed by her Paſtors, and 
according to the Canons ; but the Court of France has rais'd 
Her ſelf above all Paſtors, all are Slaves of the Court, and 
if they do. not baſely ſubmit to Her, they are treated as 
Enemies. She has not as yet found out the trick of Depo- 
ling a Biſhop of Her own Authority, but ſhe has found the 
means to render his Prieſthood uſeleſs, and to. force him from 
his 
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his Flock, She begins with the Privation of the Tempore!. 
ty : When a Biſhop has no longer any Means to live in þ:3 
Church, it is natural that he forfake it; for the Miniſters 
of the Altar ought to live of the Altar : If this does nor 
ſpeed, and that the Biſhop be ſo honeſt a Man as to crave 
Alms in keeping cloſe to his Church, comes an Order from 
the King that ſends him packing to the end of the World, 
and confines him to one of the farther corners of the Kingdom, 
where he languiſhes, much leſs through the profound Miſe- 
ry to which he is reduc'd, than out of Grief, to know that 
in his abſence his Flock is given up to a company of Mer. 
cenaries, or rather to Wolves, that devour and deſtroy it 
in lieu of feeding it. If this be not ſufficient, the Biſhop's 
Exile is chang'd into Imprifonment ; thus is He a Man that 
is made to vaniſh from before the eyes of the World, and 
is never ſeen more : The Menaces, the Requeſts, and all the 
Authority of the Holy Father, do nothing therein avail : 
When the Court vouchſafes to ſlacken ſomewhat of theſe 
Proceedings, and condeſcends to obſerve Forms of Juſtice, 
ſhe cauſes ſome Biſhops to be nominated that are her Slaves, 
to make thoſe' Holy Biſhops Proceſs. Whom ſhe has a mind 
to diſpatch, they are found Guilty, Rebellious, Diſobedient 
to the Courts Orders, they are deprived of their Prieſthood, | 

and abandoned to the ſecular Arm. - 
The Church has her Laws and her Canons, according to : 
which ſhe ought to be governed. The King, who is a tem- 
Poral Prince, does not take notice of the Churches Canons, 
nor does not think himſelf ſubjefted to them; He treads thoſe 
Canons under foot : When the General Council of Lyons a- 
gainſt the Extenſion of the Kegalia is put to him, He ſets 
himſelf above that Council and all others, while at the ſame 
time he cauſes Aſſemblies to be held for the ſubjefting -the 
Pope to the Councils and Canons ; for his part he ſets him- 
ſelf above all, Pope, and Holy See, and Council, and Ca- 
nons. The Canons will not allow that a Man nominated 
to a Biſhoprick, do perform any Office of Biſhgp, or any - 
Epiſcopal FunCtion, until he has been conerated/t he has 
ut the King, 
to : 


his Bulls, and has the Conſent of the Holy See : 
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4 The Sighs of France in Slavery. 
to the Prejudice of all theſe Laws, > holy and ſo juſt, ſend3 
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2 Divine unto a Biſtoprick, and ti:cre gives him all Jurit- 


dition, and cavfſcs him to excrcie all the Power he could 
have, had he been conſecrated and confirmed by the Holy 


See. The Cannons do exprefly forbid Tranſlations from one 
See to another, vnlels there be great and conſiderable Rea- 
ſons ; Reaſons which the Charch ought ever to be Judge of : 
The King out of. his full Power, Authority, and abſolute 
ſway, removes a Biſhop irom a ſmall Biſhoprick to a greater, 
according as he thinks it expedient for his own Intereſt, with- 
out conſulting Church or Pope, and without any Form. The 
Cannons require, that Religious Houſes be ſubjeCt, either to 
the . Pope, of whom they immediately hold, or, at leaſt, to 
the Ordinaries, accoading to the Reformation of the Coun- 
cil of Trent + But the King renders himſelf immediate Sove- 
reign of thoſe Houſes, both for ſpiritualty and for tempo- 
ralty ; and we have ſeen how he takes upon him to give Su- 

* of the Fe- periours and * Superioures to the Order of Clugri, to the 

#aule Sex. Maidens of St. Claire, called Vrbaniſts ; how he has ruined the 
Houſe of Charonme, and how he has aboliſhed the Maidens 
de F Enfance. It is the Deſpotick Power and abſolute Might 
that does all this : The King will have it ſo, there needs 
no other Reaſon. By the Cannons, the Church is Miſtrefs 
of her Sacraments, to give them to ſuch as ſhe judges wor- 
thy of them, and to refuſe them to ſuch as ſhe thinks un- 
worthy of them : *'Tis now-no longer ſo ; the King by his 
abſolute Power is become Maſter of the Sacraments, for the 
cauſing them to be given to Unbelievers and to Hereticks : 
The miſcreant Calvinits muſt be made to communicate whe- 
ther they will or no, on Pain of the Galleys, or be drawn 
upon a Hurdle, becauſe the King will have it ſo. 

It is through the ſame Deſpotick and Arbitrary Power 
that all the Priviledges of the Nobles, Parliaments, Cities 
and People, have been made void, revoak'd, annull'd, or 
render'd uſeleſs ; which occaſions their being under thoſe Op- 
preſſions that has been already repreſented ro you. There is 
no Realm, Sovereignty or State among Chriſtians, but where 
the Priviledges are accounted irrevocable, when they have 
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been ſolemnly granted ; unleſs the Reaſons which occafion'd 
the granting of thoſe Priviledges have notoriouſly ceaſed, 
or that they who enjoy'd them have notoriouſly rendered 
themſelves unworthy of them, It is a Law that 1s obſerv- 
ed in all well Policied States, That one can be deprived of his 
Advantages, Offices, Dignities, Eſtates and Privilcdges, ſave for 
Crizic; and this Law is fo juſt, that without it nothing 1s 
certain : The Fortune of private Perſons will be expos'd to 
the being blown away by any ſingle blaſt : Little will the 
being juſt and honeſt avail, unlets one perform his Devoirs, 
that is to ſay, unleſs one become the Slave of the Court, 
and of all its ſentiments, nothing ſhall be poſleſied to day, 
but what one may be deprived of to morrow. This 1s exact- 
ly what is done by the Court of France, ſhe neither knows 
the Right of jumemorial Poſlgſhon, nor Royal Conceſſions, nor 
Conſent of the People, nor Juſtice, nor Equity : She tram- 
ples and ſqueezes the People, the great, the ſmall, the No- 
bles, Ly new charges : She pretends to ſtand ever poſleſſed 
of the Right of depriving her SubjeCdts of all that has been 
'cretofore granted them, though the Conceſlion be in all 
the Forms that can render the Grants irrevocable : Nay, 
and what ſhe has granted without reſerve, and without Con- 
dition, at ſome Years end ſhe revoaks and annulls it. 


T his has occaſioned the Vexation and Scrutiny of the new 


Nobles, which has reduced fo many Families to diſtreſs, and 
ruinzd ſo many Houſes : Not but that in this Nobility of 
new erection there were great Diſorders to be corrected : 
And indeed it is the Caſtom of the Frenc: Court to cover 
its Vexations with glaring Pretexts. It is but reaſonable to 
hinder the Body of the Nobility, which ought to enjoy the 
Priviledge of exemptions, from multiplying, to the burden 
of the People. Ir 1s alſo true, that during the troubles and 
licentiouſneſs of the preceeding Reigns, ſeveral falſe Nobles 
may have flipt into the Body of the true Nobility. 

But what Perſecutions have there not been committed un. 
der theſe fine Pretexts? ſince their aim was only at the faiſe 
Nobles, why muſt they torment the ancient Houſes, and 
whole Antiquity and Nobility were known to the whole 
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6 The Sighs of France in Slavery. 


Province ? why cavil, and trouble good and ancient Houſes 
upon Detects in Titles, which evidently proceeded only irom 
the negligence and ſecurity wherein the Houſes lived, it ha- 
ving never come into their minds that they ſhould be di- 
ſturbed about their Nobility? Why ſhould the Priviledges of 
the Nobility be revoak'd ? what, becauſe they are new ? where 
are the Titles that are not new ? A Man ſpends his Eſtate 
in the Kings Service, and for his whole Reward he is often 
ieat back home loaden with Years and Wounds, with a Ti- 
tle of Nobility : Is it juſt that this Title which he has ac- 
quired by his Sweats and his Blood, ſhonld be taken away 
trom him, or from his Children of the firſt generation, with- 
out his having committed any Crime that merits Degradati- 


on? Where is 200d Faith ? Certain Cities have Priviledges, 


according to which they who have there been Mators or 
Sheriffs enjoy the Exemptions of the Nobles : Theſe Privi- 
ledges are ſo ancient, that their Origine is hardly to be 
found ont; the Cities have acquired them, or reſerved them 
to themſelves, when they ſubmitted themſelves. Be it as it 
will, it is their Eſtate : A Prince not being Maſter of the 
Eſtates of his SubjeCts, has no Right to wreſt them from them 
when he pleaſes. People have bought Places, to which in 
all times was annex'd Exemption from Impoſts, their Eſtate 
has been laid out this way ; theſe Exemptions are taken from 
them, which is cheating and robbing them of their Eſtates ; 
all this is an effeft of the Deſpotick and Arbitrary Power, 
which is a meer Tyranny. After all, what was the ſcope- 
of that fine ſcrutiny into the Nobility ? Was the meaning 
to leſſen the number of the Nobles ? Not at all : The aim 
was at their Money ; and more falſe Nobles have been made 
than there were before. For all they who have been able 
to give great Summs, have been found to have very good 
Titles. Thus this is a new Tax that has been employed 
as well as the reſt, whereby many Houſes have been ruin'd 
by cruelly-exerciſing it, and according to the Caprice and 

Avarice of the Intendants and Farmers. 
By this ſame Deſpotick and Arbitrary Power have been 
revoaked the Edicts and Declarations that had been granted 
to 
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tothe Caluinſfts, for the Weal and Peace of the Kingdom, 
and by this: Revocation. has the Court drawn upon the 
Realm the moſt diſmal Calamities that (perchance) were ever 
feen : Thoſe poor Wretches heve ſpent themſelves in afſert- 
ing both orally and in writing, that their Edits were and 
ought to. be irrevocable, they have reaſon, for in every Chri- 
' ſtian Kingdom our Rule is received, That one cannot take away 
from a Subject his Goods, his Priviledges and his Advantagzcs. a 
fs he has rendered himfelf unworthy of them - Nor is the Pri:-ce, 
nor ought he, to be Maſter of this. But this is ſpeaking to. 
the Deaf; the Court is Turkiſh and not Chriſtian in ker Max- 


ims ; ſhe gives when ſhe 'cannot hinder fo doing ; ſhe does . * 


good exactly when ſhe is afraid ; ſhe Promiſes, ſhe Vows, ſhe 
employs Oaths, all that. is Holy. enters into her Engagements : 
but theſe are only ropes of ſand, you think you hold her, 
and you hold nothing ; this leaves all in the utmoſt uncertain- 
ty, this is the utmolt of all miſeries, for the ſtate of uncer- 
tainty is the moſt incommodious of all ſtates. After this, what 
are the conſequences of theſe Deſpotick and Arbitrary Man- 
ners? They are theſe : The People remain perſwaded that the 
Court had no Right to take away from them what had been 
given them : They foſter in their Boſoms deſigns of Revenge, 
and of caſting off the Yoak, and this becomes the Seed of Re- 
volts : "This is what is now-feen in (them that are called New 
Converts; the Kingdom has'been deſolated by their miſerable 
Converſions, two-hundred thouſand Subjects have been loſt, 
the Commerce ruined, the Kingdom drain'd of Money, an in- 
fivite number of Perſons have been made to periſh in Priſons ; 
they have been Maſlacred, they: have been made to ſuffer Ca- 
lamities that are:not to be imagined, they kave been ſent to 
the Gallies, - they have been baniſhed: into America, where three 
parts and a half of them-are dead'of Famine and Miſery. For 
the making theſe Violences' to be reliſhed, the Authority of 
Kings is Preached up ; bur little does avail their Preaching, 
little does avail their telling the People that Sovereigns may 
do all, that they are to be obeyed as a God, that there are 
no other ways to provide 4gainſt their Violences than Prayer 
and Recourſe to God ; none of them in the bottom believes : 
| B wor 
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8. 1hc Sighs of France in Slavery. 
word of the matter ; they make ſemblance of being perſwad- 
ed juſt as long as they cannot raile their: Heads again, but 
when any glimmering appears of the Recovery. of their Li- 
berty, they ruſh hand over head to ſeize the Occaſion, The 
erſecnted Calvinijts have ſtirr'd up all the Powers of Enrope 
of their own Religion ; theſe Proteſtant Powers have ſet Ma- 
chines a-going for the ſtirring up tne rel of Europe : The King - 
of Enzland is hereby already fallen to the ground; France 
is Concerned at it, does In all parts ſhut up the New Converts ; 
fhe thinks her ſelf not. ſefe. cnough in having diſarmed them, 
ſhe impriſons them, and for ought I know ar the long run ſhe 
will Maſſacre them, out of fear they ſhould prevent her, in or- 
der to procure their own fafety. Thus .are we by this /De- 
ſpotick Power £ome fo be ſurrounded from without with the 
Arms of Emnrope, and within full of Malecontents ; if they were 
of a humour to return us what they have received from us, 
what would become of us ? If Forreign Enemies invade 
the Kingdom, and joyn theiſe Malecontents, what would be- 
come of the Church and Crown ? the one as well as the other 
is threatned with no leſs than ruine. Inſtead of making uſe, 
in the extirpation of Hereſie, of that Deſpotick and Arbitrary 
Power which the King unjultly exerciſes, the States of the King- 
dom 0ught to have been aſſembled, and with them means have been 
contrived to ruine Calviniſm : Firſt examining whether the King 
or they had Right to take away fromSubjedts Priviledges that had 
been granted them, then conſider whether it was expedient to 
make io many Malecontents at a time ; and, . perhaps it would 
have been found in the Advices of gocd Heads, that it is im- 
prudence to make Enemies of our own Children, and thereby un- 
adviſedly and raſhly run into troubles. If it had been the 
Kings perſonal and his Cobrts Intereit, be might have taken 
his courſe as he has done, without conſulting any Body. But 
what an injuſtice is this, to engage a whole Kingdom in ſuch 
ſtrange Calamities without conſulting it ? It cannot be deny- 
ed but that the ſettling or ruining a Religion in a State is 
the moſt important concern that can occurr. When EdiCts 
of Toleration ard Pacikcation were to be granted to the Cal- 
vinifts,, how many Aſſemblies, how many Conliultations, how 
| many 
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many: States were there held ?- Now Zerit" 1 4th. ventures 
-to: rifqugiall, to ambikifato wid revoak” all the-three Stiites bf 
the! Kingdome' had dbne. Poſterity will not2helieve this; ac 
leaſt if the «King had'had the Conſent-of the States, the thing 
coming” to ſucceed -i1} he ' woutd” not have incarred alt the 
Odium. - Now it i8cbnr-Juſtice that the Conrr alone be charg'd 
with our Reſentmens, :bot-we ſhall” remain charged with all 
'thet evils, by the uſe: thar fs beeiy made agzinft the CAri- 


ziſts of thatarbitrary,! unrighteous;' unjuſt and-uſnrpea Power. | 


The Reſentment ir” s'true,, that isto' By, 'the Vexation will 
fall upon the” Court, but ſhe will 'not partake with ws in the 
Miſeries : Wonld this be jaft ? On the contrary, it is {or her 
to: undergoe the Puniſhment of hef"Follies- #& 1 rarnique En- 
terprizcs ; the People'ought ro be Yiſcharged fiiom the Miſe- 
ry, ſince they -have'no;: band in the: Fanlt? 'Wherefore the 
Court. ought to be 'brought to its Duty; and this is what 
we will contvive! the mean9of in our next Part. 

It is through the ule of this: Deſpotick/Power, unrighteouſly 
uſurped, that there is nothing. now fixed in Offices and Em- 
ploys.: Well' policy'd States have certain fixed Offices, cer- 
rain Employs to which are aſlign'd the exerciſe of Juſtice, of 
Policy, of Finances, and of War, with certain Emoluments, 
and with limits of Power that are marked to them : But in 
the Countrey where we are, all is ſtrolling and uncertain 
the ſtate of Places and of Employs depends on the Caprice of 
the Miniſters, or rather on their Ambition and their Avarice, 
for theſe are the two grand ſprings of- all their A&tions. 
When they have need of Money, they multiply the an- 
cient Offices; the King creates new Offices, which he ſells 
very dear. He makes Officers in the Waters and Forreſts, 
Treaſurers, Maſters of the Accompts, Secretaries of the 
King. He creates: Batlywicks, Eleftons and Elefted, new Tri- 
bunals, nay, and Parliaments, whoſe Offices he ſells very dear. 
And he afligns to all Offices large Sallaries that are to be paid 
out of the Exchequer to ſerve for a lure and a. ſnare. But 
when Matters come to change, all theſe new Places are ſup- 
preſſed, nay, and the ancient ones aboliſhed : This is proper- 
iy taking away anothers Eſtate, and is an injuſtice ; for all 
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8. Thc Sighs of France in Slavery. 
word of the matter ; they make. ſemblance of being perſwad- 
ed juſt as long as they cannot raite their: Heads again, but 
when any glimmering appears of the Recovery. of their Li- 
berty, they ruſh hand over head to ferze the Occaſion. The 
Periccuted Calvinijts have ſtirr'd up all the Powers of Eyrope 
of their own Religion ; theſe Proteſtant Powers have ſet Ma- 
chines a-going for the ſtirring up the reſt of Europe : The King - 
of Enzland is hereby already fallen io the ground; France 
is concerned at it, does in all parts ſhut up the New Converts ; 
fhe thinks her ſelf not. ſafe. cnough in having diſarmed them, 
ſhe impriſons them, and for ought 1 know ar the long run ſhe 
will Maſſacre them, out of fear they ſhould prevent her, in or- 
der to procure their own ſafety. Thus.are we by this [De- 
ſpotick Power come to be ſurrounded from without with the 
Arms of Exrope, and within full of Malecontents ; if they were 
of a humour to return us what they have received from us, 
what would become of us ? If Forrcign Enemies invade 
the Kingdom, and joyn theſe Malecontents, what would be- 
come of the Church and Crown ? the one as well as the other 
is threatned with no leſs than ruine. Inſtead of making uſe, 
in the extirpation of Hereſie, of that Deſpotick and Arbitrary 
Power which the King unjultly exerciſes, the States of the King- 
dom 0ught to have been aſſembled,and with them means have been 
contrived to ruine Calviniſm : Firft examining whether the King 
or they had Right to take away fromSubjeds Priviledges that had 
been granted them, then conſider whether 1t was expedient to 
make io many Malecontents at a time ; and, . perhaps it would 
have been found in the Advices of gocd Heads, that it is im- 
prudence to make Enemies of 6ur own Children, and thereby un- 
adviſedly and raſhly run into troubles. If ir had been the 
Kings perſonal and* his Cobrts Intereft, he might have taken 
his courſe as he has done, without confulting any Body. But 
what an injuſtice is this, to engage a whole Kingdom in ſuch 
ſtrange Calamities without conſulting it ? It cannot be deny- 
ed but that the ſettling or ruining a Religion in a State is 
the moſt important concern that can occurr. When Edifts 
of Toleration ard Pactkcation were to be granted to the Cal- 
vinifts,, how many Aſſemblies, how many Conliultations, how 
| many 


a SYN em ial. 
many: States were there held ?. Now Lewss XI" 1 4th."ventures 
-to: riſqugiall, to; anvitifato wid revoak” all the three Stiites bf 
the! Kingdome' had dbne. Poſterity will not-helieve this; a: 
leaſt if the cKing-hadhad the Conſent-of the States, the thing 


coming” to. ſucceed il}; he | would” not have incarred alt the - 


Odium. - Now it 5cbnr-Juſtice that the Conrt alone he charg'd 
with our Reſentmens, :bot-we: ſhall remain charged with all 
'chet evils, by the uſe: that fs beeiy made agzinft the Clrr- 
riſks of thatarbitrary, unrighteous,' unjuſt anduſnpea Power. 
The Reſentment iris true, that Ito fiy, 'the Vexation” will 
fall upon the” Court, but ſhe will *not partake with us in the 
Miſeries : Would this be jiaſt ? On the contrary, it is {or her 
to: undergoe the-Punifhment of hef"Follies #369 2 rarinique En- 
terprizes ; the People'ought to be Yilcharged from the Miſe- 
ry, ſince they -have'mo'. band -in- the: Fanlt2 Wherefore 'the 
Court ought to be 'brought to its Duty; and this is what 
we will conttive- the meansof ior next Part. 

It is through the ule of this: Defpotick-Power, unrighteouſly 
uſurped, that there is nothing. now fixed in Offices and Em- 
ploys.: Well' policy'd States have certain fixed Offices, cer- 
rain Employs to which are aſſign'd the exerciſe of Juſtice, of 
Policy, of Finances, and of War, with certain Emoluments, 
and with limits of Power that are marked to them : But in 
the Countrey where we are, all is ſtrolling and uncertain ; 
the ſtate of Places and of Employs depends on the Caprice of 
the Miniſters, or rather on their Ambition and their Avarice, 
for theſe are the two grand ſprings of: all their A@ions. 
When they have need of Money, they multiply the an- 
cient Offices; the King creates new Offices, which he ſells 
very dear. He makes Officers in the Waters and Forreſts, 
Treaſurers, Maſters of the Accompts, Secretaries of the 
King. He creates Batlywicks, Eleftions and Elefted, new Tri- 
bunals, nay, and Parliaments, whoſe Offices he ſells very dear. 
And he aſſigns to all Offices large Sallaries that are to be paid 
out of the Exchequer to ſerve for a lure and a ſnare. But 
when Matters come to change, all theſe new Places are ſup- 
preſſed, nay, and the ancient ones aboliſhed : This is proper- 
iy taking away anothers Eſtate, and is an injuſtice ; for all 
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10 The Sighs of--Francei vn Slavery. 


'he World like 'to-that of a Merchants that fets precious\'Com- 
rodities and- Merchangizes-toſale,;:yatids: them, ſells. them at 
a dear rate, receives Mongy;'iand ready Paymenc:for : them, 
2nd after this goes with his Sword in þis-kapd tb -the ' Houſes 
of all thoſe Perſons to whom. he had diſtributed. his Merchan- 
dizes, and takes them away again. by violence; this is: comn.- 
mitting a perfect, Robbery. 1 Kings wmitt:be Merchants,. at 
jealt Ict them be fair; dealing-Merchants:« Bit to take from 
a Man his whole #tark,;and: often, ;his; Friends Money: as: well 
as his own, by giving him an employ. that may: free him both 
from .miſery and ſordidneſs;,; and abrogate that Office, ſome 
Years after, is a Tyrannick Exaftjon, and fraudulent at the 
ſame time. Sometimes theſe ſupprefiions: of. Places are only 
2 means to make the ſame thing be- pyurchas'd twice. - As ſoon 
as the Declaration of Suppreffion: 15 given, unhappy Wretch- 
es are ſeen to throng from all Parts 'to Court, they;3-com- 
Plain of the Wrong that .is done; them, they. irepreſent thcir 
Miſery, they demand Juſtice, they implore the: King's: Com- 
paſſion ; at laſt the Court pretends to -be:/wrought- upon, 
tells them, the King has regard to 'your: Readfons, | He 
will contrive your ſatisfetion, He is willing to reſtore you 
to your Places, but. as he ſtands in need of Money, you muſt 
disburſe ; that is to ſay, he muſt pay a ſecond time :. It 1s 
not in truth the whole value of - the Matter, but. at is a 
quarter, or a third, and fometinies. much more ; and. this 
ſmall Game 1s often reiterated. Thus have the Judges: of 
Elef&iors, and Attorneys in Parliament been made to. pay 
three or four times for their Places, Sometimes this is no 
feint, it is in good earneſt,. really and de Fatto, thzt Offices 
are ſuppreſſed ; and then commonly fair Promiſes are: given 
of reimburling the Perſons concerned. what they have. paid 
into the Exchequer ; but what do thefe Reimburſments a- 
mount to? To nothing : We muſt examine how many Years 
you have enjoyed, cry they; We muſt pre-reckon how much 
It has bezn worth to you; the King did not oblige himſelf 
to improve your Money to the Lord knows what in the-hun- 
dred ; from a Place of coſting yon ten thouſand Livres, you 
baye derived two thouſand Annual Income, five or fix Years 
| Poſlefii- 
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Poſtſliion have reimburs?d you both the Rent and the Capi- 
tal. If this Prank be not plaid, at leaſt ſome other is : for 
this is certain, that the Court never makes any alteration 
in Places, ſave to gain thereby, and not to disburſe. Be it 
as it will, the Places remain ſuppreſſed, and the Parties con- 
cerned: are ruined, But theſe Suppreſlions are not for any 
long time, upon the firſt War, or upon the firſt fooliſh 
Expence whiich ſhall have drained the Treaſury, all tha 
Places that, had, been buried are raiſed up again : and of- 
ten. as a Grain ſprouts forth of the Earth with multiplica- 
tion, Places ſuppreſited- riſe up again more numerous than 
they were before. Specions Pretences are not wanting to 
adorn the front of the Declarations; the truth is, that they 
are alſo mingled with ſuch as are ridiculous; but no mat- 
ter, all is good, . provided; Money thence accrues. This is 
ſet to ſale to the higheſt Bidder : But this is ſurprizing, 
that all People flock to theſe Markets : A Prodigy that 15 
not to be conceived ! when People have been fo oft cavght 
in the Snare,.and yet run to it again. They who have 
'been ſo fooliſh as to buy theſe New Offices, which the 
King has lately created or re-created, do not avail. them- 
ſelves of the Examples they have ſeen with their own Eyes: 
Do they. not perceive that the preſent Neceſlity compells 
the Court to make theſe Creation of Offices, and that. as 
ſoon as this preſent Neceility ſhail be over, things. will be 


reitorcd again to their firſt Eſtate ? This Folly in us French. - 


2: is not a ſign we have much Money, or that we know 
not what to do with it : It is only a proof of our Vanity ; 
We will needs be diſtinguiiked, make a ſtew, and ſpend 
high: Now: this is a Place will give them Diſtin@ian, and 
furniſh them with large Revenues, with. which they will 
have great Equipages, and great Houſes. This is a Temp- 
tation which they. always fink under. The truth is, that 
this Diſtinftion and great Revenues wiil be very uncertain, 
and may eaſily be brought to nought, through the ſame. 
Caprice of the Sovercign that produced them z but no mar. 
ter, playing the great Lord for ſome Months, does at leet 
raiſe. a duſt, 2nd give a diltinfition, If the Court was not 
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12 The Sighs of France in Slavery. 


in Poſſeſſion of an Arbitrary Power, Places would be fixed, 
as in all other States ; they who enjoy them by governing 
themſelves well and faithfully, would be ſure of enjoying 
them all their Lives long: The making a Body pay- three 
or four times for one and the ſame thing, would not be 
ſuffered. And thus the Government would be deprived | of 
one of the Tyrannick Means by which it ruines the State, 
and ſqueezes particular Perſons out of all. 

I have much the ſame Refleftions to make upon the Rents on 
the Maiſons de Ville or Town-houles and the Demeſnes. The De- 
»1eſnes ought to be inalienable : It 1s a Fund that does not apper- 
tain to the King, but to the Kingdom and Crown : Never- 
theleſs they are Alienated, they are Mortgaged : Sometimes 
Neceſlity, that has no Law, does ſo require : The preſent 
Neceſlity requires Money, the Demeſnes are mortgag'd with 
liberty of redeeming them ; ſo far I find no fault : But 
ſquare dealing ought to be us'd on all Occaſions; a Man 
ought to be allow?d to plead and diſcuſs his Rights againſt 
the King, as againſt a private Perſon. A Perſon has fur- 
niſh'd his Money, on Promiſe of a faithful Reſtitution ; 'in- 
ſtead of this, the Demeſnes are re-engred upon by the right 
of abſolute Power, without alledging any reaſon to thoſe 


who held them by Mortage : And by this means - Families 


are ruin'd, that formerly by their Loans upheld the Kings 
and their Crowns. There 1s ever trump'd up ſome plauti- 
ble reaſon ; either the Demeſnes are worn out of heart, or 
otherwiſe brought to Decay, and are not in ſo good a Con- 
dition as they were when Mortgaged ; or that the Reve- 


 Nues much exceed the Rent that might be rais'd from the 


Summe that had been lent; by conſequence part of the 
Mortgage ought to be tzken off from the Principal, or 
ſome other ſuch like thing ; but, in concluſion, the Family 
is ſtript of an Eſtate which it came honeſtly to, and ſome- 
times had enjoyed for above an Age ; and a Lord, or a 
Gentleman, who thereby held a conſiderable rank in the 
State, falls into utter ruine, If Deſpotick Power had not 
place, we ſhould have none of theſe Miſchiefs. The De- 
-meſnes belonging to the State, and not to the King, it 

would 
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would be for the States, and not for the Court to Mort- 
gage them, when the. preſſing Neceſlities of Afﬀairs ſhould 
require it, and the States that ſhould have mortgag'd theſe 
Demeſnes would alſo redeem them with honour, and with- 
out ruining the Parties engag*d. | 


In like manner the King out of his fall Power and Deſpotick 
Authority, m8kes Loans upon the Subjects of his Kingdom ; 
He creates New Rents upon the A7at/ons de Ville, or Gui'd- 
Halls ; He augments the Sallarics of the Officers, on condi- 
tion they will disburſt for the preſent. As He has newly 
favoured the Offices with fix hundred thonſand Livres creati- 
on of Sallaries, and with creating for a Million five hundred 
thouſand Livres of Rents upon the Guild-Hall of Paris at the 
eighteen Denier ; theſe Rents are paid for ſome Years, then 
they are plece-meal retrench'd quarter per quarter ; firſt one 
Quarter, then a half Year, and at Jaſt all : By this means 
opulent Families, whoſe whole Eſtate lay upon the Gmld- 
Hall, are become ruined. If theſe Loans were made to the States, 
and that the whole State was anſwerable for them, Peoples 
whole ſubſtance would not be in the Air, nor would they 
ſee themſelves daily upon the Point of being ruined. If the 
States have not honour and fincerity as well as particular 
Perſons, they looſe their Credit and become Tyrants. 'Tis 


pity that Hollard does not take this courſe : What would 


become of particular Perſons, whoſe whole Eſtate lies al- 
moſt in Obligations upon the State. 

Notwithſtanding, all 'the Infidelity with which the Court 
accompanies its Fyrannick Power, the Prince does never- 
theleſs catch his Fiſh, accompliſh his Ends, and the incorri- 
gible People ever ſuffer themſelves to be cheated. Who 


can forbear laughing to ſee the Clauſes and Conditions - 


which the King propoſes in his Declaration for Loans ? The 
Contratts ſhall be paſs d before . whatever Notary the Parcha- 
fer (ball deſire : They will. bz ſo much the more fare of 
the firmneſs of the Royal! Word. The ſaid Rents may not 
be retrench'd or reduced for any Account whatever, nor the Pur- 


chaſers diſpoſſeſſed, unleſs it be by reimburſing them in one ſole and 
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14 The Sighs of France in Slavery. 


aftual Payment. Who ſhall warrant the Execution of theſe 
Clauſes? the King remaining abſolute Maſter, will he nor 
rake the ſame Courle with the New Rents as he did wuh 
the others? To whom muſt you have recourſe to make 
him keep his Word ? Doubtleſs the fidelity of time paid 
will be a Warrant for the future. The truth on'c is, theſe 
Declarations ſay t90 much to be believed : Nay, they Pro- 
miſe to Strangers, and to People the Kings Enemies, that 
they ſhall receive their Money, and have their Rents exact- 
ly paid ; and that they ſhall be ſuffered to paſs to their 
Heirs in Forreign Countries, notwithſtanding all Oppoſition 
and renouncing the Right of Aubaine, and all others. What 
have People now more to do, than to rely upon it, and 
carry their Money into France. This clauſe only ſerves to 
ſhew, that the Court means to cheat and deceive in this Caſe 
as well as in all other things. 

By all thoſe wayes which the Deſpotick Power of the 
Court of France employs to ſqueeze particular Perſons, it is 
Clear that it arrogates to it felf a Sovereign Authority, and 
a full Right over all Goods ; ſo that there is not a Man 
having any Goods, or Wealth, or Eſtate, that can be ſure 
of having any the next day, of whatever Condition he- be. 
There are Places where Elevation is a Rampart that ſhelters 
People againſt Tyranny ; there zre others where lowneſs and 
obſcurity of Condition ſerve for an Azylum : Now there is 
no ſuch thing in Frarce, the Richeſt and moſt Powerful, as 
being molt inſight, are alſo the moſt expoſed ; and when 
it ſo pleaſes the Deſpotick Government, they are ſent to 
the Baſtile, they are put into the hands of a. Court of Ju- 
ſtice, they are made to believe they have robb'd the King. 
As for People of low Condition, however concealed they 
may be, they are eaſily diſcovered, and the Court has ever 
Impolers of Taxes at hand, who ruine them by Impoſts. 
Thus France ought to reſolve upon being eternally miſera- 
ble, unleſs 1t breaks to pieces that heavy Yoak of Arbitra- 
ry Power. | 

Nay, and if this abſolute and boundleſs Power only tend- 
£d to the Privation of Goods and Eſttes, People would pofli- 


bly 
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bly contrive wayes for matter of Conſolation ; but their Lives 
are in no greater ſecurity than their Goods and Eſtates. In 
every Countrey, excepting in France, and under Mahometan 


Princes, Innocence 1s a Bulwark, behind which People live in 
all manner of ſecurity : The Laws are the Proteftreſſes of 


honeſt People, no Man can ſuffer unleſs he is culpable ; 


now in Fraxce there are no other Laws ſave the Prince's 
ſovereign Will. There is no need of being criminal to 
become wretched, Innocence and the Proteftion of the Laws 
do in no wiſe any longer avail : Though a poor Man lives 
in ſome melancholly corner of his Province peaceably, 
without ſtirring, without aCting, nay, and without ſpeaking, 
He is fetch'd away from his Houſe, carried from Place to 
Piace, from Priſon to Priſon, until that they have clap'd 
him up into one of the moſt diſmal ones : He asks what he has 
done, and what his Crime is, defires to have his Tryal, and 
beggs for Death as a Favour; they do not ſo much as fa- 
vour him with a word in anſwer, his Impatience does but 
aggravate his Yoak, his hideous abode creates horrid appre- 
henlions, there he languiſhes, there he dyes ; the cauſe ot his 
Diſgrace and Calamity is a iufpicion, a report, a relation of 
Kindred or Friendſhip he has with a Perſon diſagreeable to 
the Court, ſome free Word againſt the Government, ſome 
flight Repugnance to Obey the Wills of the King's Miniſters 
and Officers : In ſhort, it isa Nothing, and a Nothing that 
does as much as if it was an All. Many a poor Wretch is 
reduced to this Extremity, not for the Good or Ill he has 
done, but for that he may do: There needs no more Proceſs, 
no more Witneſſes, no more Formality, no more Laws. How 
many good Divines are there, either baniſh*d into deſart Pla- 
ces, or buried in ſad and gloomy Priſons for imaginary Crimes, 
or for very gaod Works? for having ſpoke the Truth when 
it ought to be ſpoke, for having maintain'd the Rights of the 
Churca againſt its, Oppreſſors, for not having. had ſubmiſſion 
enough for the Biſhops of the Court ; the Cittadels, the Jayls 
and Priſons are now filled with poor Calvinits, that have 
been hawled away from their Wives and Children, without 
telling them any reaſon, and, indeed, without being able to 
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16 The Sighs of France in Slavery. 
give them any ; ſome have Quality, others have Wealth, 
others have the Option and Credit of their Canton, all have 
occaiion to be Malecontent ; this 1s their Crime, without its 
being neccſlary to have diſcovered any il Intentions in them, 
What kind of Government is this, good God ! You lye at 
the Diſcretion of every Court Pander, Pimp, or other Dia- 
boiical Wretch it protects for its ends, and for being of a 
Piece, or of ſome iturions Miniſter, who makes uſe of the 
Prince's Authority to whatever end he pleaſes, contrary to all 
Laws of Nature, of God, of Men, and of the Right of Na- 
tions. | 
Is there the leſs Tyrarny in making unjuſt and violent Laws, 
and after that making it capital Crimes in the beſt People, in 
that they have not obeyed them ? It 1s the King's Plcalure 
That I believe that five certain Propolitions which I do not 
underſtand are in the Book of Fanſenins,-which I never read : 
Now mult I ſubſcribe to this, and if I will not do it, I loſe 
my Benefice, and am ſent into Exile or into Priſon. Now 
if it ſhonld pleaſe the Prince to make a Law to hinder me 
from believing that the Earth turns, the ſyſtem of Copernicus 
would become a Crime of State : Ir is already to become a- 
Carteſian, becauſe that the Feſwxires do not love the Philoſo- 
phy of Des-Cartes ; or rather becauſe they hate the Theolog!- 
ans of Port-Royal, who are Carteſians. In all free and well 
govern'd States nothing can become a Crime, not being ſo- 
of its Nature, unleſs the People have forbidden themſelves ir, 
and have conſented that the Sovereigy makes a Law ot it, 
with a Capital Puniſhment ; for the Lives and Liberties of 
Men cannot be juſtly ſubjected. to Capital Puniſhments: for 
things in themſelves indifferent, ſave when the Members of 
the Society do ſo require it. Thus it is a Tyranny to ren- 
der an indifferent Action criminal, by a Power and a Deci- 
fion meerly Arbitrary : Thenceforward there are no more li- 
mits between good and evil, ſave the Prince's Will. Yeſter- 
day the Calvinit could ſerve God after his manner with full 
liberty, to day It is a Crime deſerving Death. If this be 
not a Power arbitrary, tyrannick, and tyrannically exerciſed, 
| underſtand nathing of the matter, When the Prince has 2 
| mad 
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mind to rid himſelf of ſuch as difpleafe, he necd only to make 
them unjuſt Laws, or ſuch as are impollible in their Exe- 
cution, andwhich by conſequence he well knows they will 
not Obey, and put them after this to Death on the account 
of Diſobedience. By theſe means ' he has Power of Life and 
Death over all his Subjects, as over Slaves : And this is exatly 
our preſent Condition. | 

To blacken the Memory of Lens the XI. ic has been ©: - 
ſerved, that he put four thonſand of his Subje&s to Death, 
and on this ſcore he is with Juſtice made to paſs for a cru- 
el Prince. Now a days do People cxtoll the Clzmency of 
Lewis the XIV. and yet it can be proved that he has caus'd 
to be hang'd, burnt, broke upon the Wheel, Miſſicred, pe- 
riſh in Priſons and in Exiles, above thirty or forty thouſand 
Perſons ; this 1s ten times more than Lewrs the 11th. did. 
The truth is, Lens the 14th. has put no Conſtables and Dukes 
of Nemours to Death, but the reaſon is, that he has met with 
no oppoſition to his Wills from the great. Afrer the high, 
lofty and arrogant manner of his ſway, the Princes he ſhould 
have taken in Arms againſt him, would not have come off at 
a cheaper rate than under Lewes the 1 1th. for he has arrogat- 
ed to himſelf a boundleſs Power over our Lives. 


Laſtly, If you are willing to ſee this Arbitrary Power ex- 
tended over the Lives of all French-men, without either Crime 
or Diſobedience intervening, conſider. after what manner.the 
French King engages the State in bloody and cruel Warrs, and 
which coſt the Lives of an infinite number of People. I 
know very well that the Right of Arms appertains properly 
to Kings, they may raiſe Armies to defend the State, for this 
purpoſe were they made; but they ought not to undertake 
unjuſt Wars, and eſpecially Wars that tend to the ruine of 
their Subjets. A wiſe King ought not to have any particu- 
lar Quarrels, or any particular. Intereſt, for he is not allow- 
ed to ſhed the Blood of his Subjefts meerly to ſatisfie his Am- 
bition and Revenge. Among all thoſe who have defined Ty- 
ranny, this is a Character of it, 7 he doing all for its own Inte- 


reſt, and not for that of the People. In fine, Good Kings only 
C2 make 
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18 The Siohs of France 17: Slavery. 
make Wer to defend their Snbjefts, and repell the Injuries of 
their Enemies, or to diminiſh the Pride of an infolent Neigh- 
bour who encroaches and attempts upon the State, or to leſlen 
the Forces of a1 Enemy, who only walts for an Occaſion to 
inſult and to make an Invalion ; or, finally, for the lntereſts 
of an Ally, with whom one is engaged for the endeavouring 
the common Conſervation : Nay, and the inſteſt Wars are nor 
undertaken without conſulting the great amd wiſe Men of the 
Kingdom, without having ſounded the Pcoples Inclinations, 
without examining whether the States of the Kingdom can 
and will furniſh to the Charges of the War. It is not to be 
expreſſed how many Calamities War carrics along with ir, 
and above all Crimes, Violences, Pinaderings, Burnings, Rob- 
beries and Murder. A King 1s very temerarious that ſnall go 
about to charge himſelf alone with ſo many ſins, of which he 
alone muſt give an Account to God. It the effuſion of the 
Blood of one ſingle Man forms a terrible Voice, that cries out 
againſt the Murderer, demands Vengeance, and hurls !\'m into: 
Hell ; What will become of a Prince, that ſhall appear bath- 
ed in a Sea of Blood, which he had cauſed to be ſhed ? when 
he ſhall be ſtript from thoſe vain Grandeurs that diſguiſe him 
himſelf from himſelf, how can he ſtand the ſight of ſo many 
Violences, Rapes, Burnings,. Violations and Robberies where- 
of he will be reputed the Authour, before him that" imputes 
to the Head all the fins of the Members committed by the 
Inſpiration of the Head ? | 
Wherefore there is nothing wherein Kings ought to make 
leſs uſe of Deſpotick Power than in Declarations of War, and 
wherein they ought to aC& leſs for themſelves and for their 
particular Intereſts. But there is nothing wherein the King 
has aCfted and does at more Deſpotically. Since his Majort- 
ty he has not ſo much as nadertaken one War for the Inte- 
reſt of the State. After the King of Sp:/2%s Death he was up- 
on the hunt after Pretexts to invade the Low Conntries : One 
was found . out for him in the Cuſtom of Brabant, which to 
honour _ the firſt Nuptials, gives great Advantages to the 
Children of the firſt Bed, upon the Father's Goods, though 
they be Females : The Queen, Daughter of Spain, mag 
ng 
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King had Married, was the only Daughter of the firſt Bed, 
the King of Spain was but.of a ſecond Bed, this was a. Pre- 
text to invade the Low Countries, and caute a vaſt number 
of honeſt People to periſh. Though there had been ſome 
Jaſtice in the Pretext, what docs that concern Us? It is a pri- 
yate Intereſt of the King : It imported us much, that the King 
was Duke of Brabant. . Kings have Arms in hand only for 
the Intereſt and Conſervation of the. People, and we are not 
obliged to ſhed our Blood for the Prince's particular Inte- 
reſts. This War produc'd another, which was not more ne- 
ceſſary nor more jaſt, becauſe that the Zollanders gave bounds 
to that vaſt Ambition which began to ſwallow up the World 
with its Deſires and Proſpects, He-reſolv'd upon chaſtizing them 
thoroughly : Wherefore on this/ Account was the War againſt 
Holland undertaken in 1672. with ſach Expences and Prepa- 
ration? Orly to be revcng?d on an l. ſatisfattion, This War 
laſted fix Years, and coſt above a Hundred Thouſand Perſons 


Lives: How many Crimes accumulated upon one fingle head ! 


We were forc'd to! revenge the: King for the ill fatisfattion 
he had - receiv'd of the Holanders,” in an Aﬀair that perſonally 
concern'd him, or rather that concern'd him not at all : For 
the Hollanders had only done their Duty in diftancing ſach 
an Enemy from their Frontiers, and in ſtopping the Progreſſes 


of a War ſo. injurious'as was that of. 1672. How- were theſe - 


Wars undertaken ? without conſulting either great: or ſmall}, 
the Princes or People ; - without having any regard to the 
publick Weal, but'only to. ſatisfie the Paſſions of the Prince, 
with a Power purely Deſpotick. Thus when: it" pleaſes the 
King, and that the has not more convenient means to put us 
to Death, without conſulting vs, he ſends us to- periſh at the 
feet of a Rampart, [upon the brink of a Ditch, in a Trench, 
or in a Field of Battle. Certainly this is having Power of 
Life and Death over People, as People have over Slaves. 

All theſe Proofs make appear that the Deſpotick and Arbj- 
trary- Government of France extends without reſerve both over 
our Eſtztes and over our Lives; wherefore I ſee nothing more 
now under ſhelter. - Shall we ſay that at leaſt God and Reli- 


gion are to us? Not at all; The Examples we have quoted 
do. 
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20 1 he Sizhs of France in Slavery. 


do ſhew the contrary. I am not now permitted to be a Far- 
/er:i/7, and to believe that the five Propoſitions condemned by 
Jnnecent the XR. and Alexander the VII. are none of Fanſeninss : 
j am nor permitted to.believe that the Pope is Infallible, and 
thzt he 1s above the Council. There 1s neither ſafety, for my 
Lite, nor my Eſtate, if TI make Profeſſion of Believing what 
the King has rorbidden to be believed upon thoſe matters. 
Upon what Maxime can be founded the Perſecution that has 
been inflicted upon the pretended Reformed, who have been 
conſtrained with Fire and Sword to go to Maſs ? it muſt of 
neceſſity be upon this Maxime, The King is Maſter, not only of 
Life and Goods, but alſo of the Exteriour of Religion, ſo as no Per- 
fon 1s allowed to make Profeſſion of any Religion ſave that which 
[hall pleaſe rhe Kino. I ſay that this Perſecution of the Z/u- 
2:enors muſt neceſſarily be grounded upon this Maxim, for 
there is no imagining any other, and without it the Conduct 
of the Government is Violent and Tyrannical : And indeed 
this has been Preach'd above ten Years to theſe miſerable Pca- 
ple, The Kmg will have but one Religion in his Kingdom, He -t5 
Aaſter of it, He muſt be obeyed, ſome ring in their Ears. Thus 
when 1t ſhall pleaſe the King, We mult renounce Je/#s Chri/t, 
and turn 7urks, for 1 do not'perceive that he has more Right 
upon the Religion of the Hnuguenors than upon the Chriſtian 
Religion in general. Thus you ſee the Arbitrary Power that 
reaches to all, to Goods, Life, Religion. * ; 

The Names of Arbitrary Sway and Deſpotick, Porer, are be- 
come odious among all Men, Tyrants themſelves ſhun them. 
To raiſe one's ſelf above the Laws, have no other rule than one's 
own Will, make every thing one's own Intereſt, hold in one's hand 
the Lives of Men, and deprive them of them without form of Fu- 
ſtice ; take away their Eſtates, and make one's ſelf Maſter of them ; 
excrciſe over Free Perſons a boundleſs Power,and redice them to Slave- 
ry. All People ſhiver at this /dea, Chriian Kings cannot ſuffer 
it; and for the finding out Examples of this Power, it's thought 
we mult go beyond the Frontiers of Chriſtianiry, and paſs a- 
mong the Turks, Perſians, Tartars and, AMogols; but I beſeech 
you, withe © Paſſion, and without putting things upon the 
Jecnter, conſider what we have newly proved of the Power 
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of the French Kings, and after what manner they uſe it, and 
{ce if there be any eſlential Difference between the Frencs Go- 
vernment and the Turkzſh Government. The Grand Stgmor, 
it is true, for the railing of Tributes and lmpoſts hes nor 
any regard to the Will of the People, He difpoſes of his 


Snbje&ts Eftates as of his own : But does the French Court do 


otherwiſe? Does It not ratſe exceſhive Texces without con- 
ſaiting any Body, and without demanding Permiſiion for ſo 


doing of the States of the Kingdom, according to ancient | 


Cuſtom ? The Grand Setomor has feiz'd on all the Lands and 
Foundations of the Countries he has conquered : D'ye ima- 
pine the French King does not think he has a Right to do 


the ſame ? Have we not proved that it was debated in Coun- 


cil, whether the King ſhould not annex all the Lands and 
Foundations of his Kingdoms to his Demicſnes ? D'ye imagine 
that it is out of Niceneſs of Conſcience, that for the hav- 
ing of Money, they take Exceſſive Impolts upon Salt, upon 
Wines, upon Paper, and upon a hundred other things, with- 


out going directly to ſearch into the Pocket of privat2' 


Perſons, reckon with them, ſee exa@tly what they have, and 
take of them what 1s jadged convenient ? Not at all : Not 
but that the King thinks he has a full Right to what each 


one polkeſles z it is only to avoid Perplexity, and to employ 
leſs- crying wayes of exaction. The Grand Seigmior arrogates' 


to himſelf an abſolute Power over the Lives of his Sabjetts : 
He cauſes them to be beheaded without' Form of Jnſtice; a 
Chiaoax is ſent to demand of a Man his Head, he is neither 


allowed the means of juſtifying himſelf, nor time to alledge 
his Reaſons ; nor do they produce againft him any Witneſl- 


es, or Informations, or Depoſition, or Confrontation, or Re- 
examination of Witneſſes.” This 1s not done, cry ſome, in 
France, where no Body paſles through the hand of the Exe- 
cutioner, without having been heard, Convicted by his Wit- 
neſſes, and juridically condemned. And thus behold a vaſt 
difference between: the Government of France and © that of 
the: Grand Setgnior. Firlt, It 1s not. true that, the Grand Sciz- 
or exerts ſo abſolute a Power over the: Lives of Men : Nay, 
and his Sentences of Death muT be conſented to, and be ſab- 
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Icribed by the 2vfti, who is the head of the Religion. More-. 
over I do not ſee that the Forms are neceſlary in France, for 
the deſtroying a Man ; ſuppoſing-no Body is made to paſs 
through the hands of the Executioner without Form of Ju- 
{lice, what Form is there obſerved for the ſeizing of a Man, 
and for the putting him in a Dungeon, where he periſhes of 
Miſery, and dycs of a thouſand more cruel Deaths than a 
Gibbet and a Wheel ? I do not perceive, I ſay, that any Form 
of Juſtice is uſed in this Caſe: For without Witneſſes, with- 
out Re-examination of Witneſſes, without Confrontation, 
without Sentence of the Judges, a Wretch is clap'd up into 
a hideous place for all his Life long, becauſe it is the King's 
Pleaſure, and he Commands it ; neither Pope, nor /4#fti, nor 
Biſhop 1s conſulted. The Grand Seignior diſpoſes of the For- 
tunes of all his Subjects, he draggs and ſends them God knows 
whither, he cauſes them to be Maſlacred in unjuſt and vio- 
lent Warrs : I do not perceive that the Government of France 
does do otherwiſe, and it would be a great ſatisfaction to me 
would any one ſhew me the Difference : For my part, I ſhould 
find a difference therein in favour of the Grand Seignior. He 
has not yet arrogated to himſelf the Right af being Maſlter 
of the Exteriour of Religion : He never ſaid, I will have but 
one Religion in my Empire, I will that all my Subjects be of 
my Religion ; I know not whether he may think he has a Right 
fo ſpeak thus, but he has not yet done it. 

In fine, To give the whole World a juſt 1dea of the Go- 
vernment of France, I wiſh it be obſerved, that the Court 
extends the Deſpotick and Arbitrary Power generally over all 
the Countries that are annexed to it, either by Alliance, or - 
by Conceſlion, or by Purchaſe, or by Treaties of Peace. This 
is the practice of all Chriſtian Princes, when, any New Coun- 
treys fall to them, They receive this New Countrey under 
their ſway, preciſely upon the ſame Titles and ſame Condi- 
tions under which the preceding Lords poſleſſed ir : Thence 
came it that the different States over which the Spaniſh Go- 
vernment extends, enjoy quite different Priviledges, and are 
governed quite differently. When the Houſes of Brandenburg 
and Nenbourg ſharcd the Succeſtion of the late Duke of New- 
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bury and of Cleves, they received - tife Inhabitants of thoſe 
States with the Laws and Priviledges which they had en- 
joyed in all times ; this is the reaſon why half Free-ſtares 
live under the Government -of Princes who otherwiſe in 
other Provinces have an abſolute Power. The French King 
knows not this kiad of Right, all -that accrues to him by 
Treaties, Alliance, Ceſſions, Reunions, and all xwhat you 
pleaſe, accrues to him under the Title of meer Slavery, as 
the reſt of his Subjects : [The Cities of Merz, Toul, and Yer- 
dun, formerly Imperial and free Cities, have been ceded to 
France by the Treaty of Aunfter, for it to enjoy them with 
- the ſame Priviledges they had when they were Members of 
the Empire : Now they are Slaves as well as others. By 
the Truce of 1684. were ceded, to the King, Alſace, 
Strasbourg, and ſo many reunited Countries, to enjoy them 
during twenty four Years, upon Condition of maintaining 
thoſe Countries, Cities and States in the ſame Liberttes 
they had beſore; the Court of France has made a Mock of 
this, and there exerciſes her Deſpotick Power as well as 
every where elſe. The French have wreſted from the King 
of Spain the Provinces of Flanders and Luxemburs ; thoſe 
Provinces enjoyed fair Priviledges in all times, and the 
not having over exactly obſerved them in the laſt Age, 
occaſion'd there ſuch great Commotions. When the King 
came to be Maſter of thoſe Provinces, he became abſolute 
Maſter there as well as elſewhere : The ſame has he done 
in Lorrain, the ſame he does every where. The truth is, 
he has received the Cities and Provinces under certain Trea- 
ties and Capitulations : The Territories of the Duke of 
Bouillon, under the Miailtry of the Cardinal of Richelien, were 
forced to give themſelves up to France on certain Conditi- 
ons that were obſerved for ſome time; but the King has 
made a Mock of the Promiſes of Lewss the 13th. as he has 
made a Mock of his own. All that is ſubjefted to France 
finds ir ſelf to be of the Juriſdiftion of Pars, where no 
other Law is known than that of the Arbitrary Power. 
After this is It to be wondered that the Countries newly 

conquer'd, and thoſe that are under fear of being fo, retain 
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24 The Sighs of France i» Slavery. 
Tſo horrible an Averſion to the French ſway ? They are per- 


haps ſpared a little at preſent, but they know under what 
Laws they live, and plainly ſee what is: preparing further ; 
wherefore the Flemings, and Germans, and Lorrainers, and 
Burguxdians, groan under the Yoak that is laid upon them, 
and only ſeek for the Occaſions to break it : When they. 
can do it, they will certainly do it throughly. | 


' The Exd of the Third Memorial. 
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By what means the Court of France buoys it ſelf up, 
and exerciſes its Delpotick Power : Three of thoſe 
Means. 


that formidable Power which reſts upon oar ſhoulders, and 

the ſad Condition that Power has reduced us to. When abody 
once knows the French, it is not polſible to conceive whence they 
have the patience to bear the Yoak. It is the Nation in the 
World, the moſt ſtirring, the moſt reftlels, the moſt 'impatiear, 
the molt given ro Change, loving Liberty even to Libertiniſm. 
The Court Policy mult have contrived wonderful Means to .pre- 
vent all Commortions, to ftifle all love ;far { iberty, and'ito curb 
ſo many Hearts that figh RE under the weight of their 
2 Fetters, 


T the former Chapters we have ſeen the diſmal Yoak of * 
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Fetrers. Ir is neceſiary that we examine theſe Means, for they 
are the ſources of the Miſchief; and as our aim is to remedy 
.the miichicf, the cauſes of ic mu be known, Since we are de- 
firous to rouze vp the French, and induce them to caſt off thir 
heavy Toak, for the fetring the Monarchy again upon the an- 
cient foot it is requiſite thar we make them obierve the wayes 
chart are taken to fix their ſervitude, for a top mult be put to 
thoſe.Courtes, thote means of ſlavery mnit be anninilated. 

We have heretofore compared. the. Deſpatick Power of the 
French Court to that of the Grand Sergnor and” of the AMahome- 
tan Princes, we have found them 1n every thing reſembling : 
Now here is again a paſſage wherein they perfectly reſemble : 
Ir is in the firſt means made ute of'in France"to keep Peoples 
Minds in ſlavery. The MAahbometan Princes have had the Addreis 
to make the profound Submiliion and perfect Obedieuce they 
are to pay their Sovereigns a capital pour of the Religion of 
their People : The Turks are pertwaded that to carry ones head 
to the Grand Seignior's: feet, when he requires it, and ſend it 
him without murmuoriug, is the moſt meritorious Action that 
can be ; they are perſwaded that they thereby gain the Crawn 
of Martyrdom, and in the other Life mount ro. a much higher 
degree of glory. The Grand Seignior is perfectly. put in the 
place of God, the Obedience paid him makes part of Religion; 
and it is beyond expreſſion how far this fond wretched Fancy 
ſerves to maintain that Empire, which muſt periſh in a little 
time on the Account of its Violence. As the Charm of this falſe 
Perſwaſion is not natural, it often breaks, and it does not hin- 
der very frequent Revolts from being ſeen in the Turkiſh Em- 
Pire: Nay, the Turks cut off the Head: of Ibrahim, Father ro 
the preſent Grand Seignior, and this was done by Order of the 
Divan, and approved and conſented to by the Xuft: ; that is to 
fay, by an Act of Juſtice in all the Forms. But theſe extraor- 
dinary Examples do not hinder the other from being the com 
mon Courſe, and that the Tzrks make a Religion: of their blind 
Obedience to their Emperors. 

This is alſo the courſe taken in France, to ſettle the Tyran- 
Dy : There People are taught a fooliſh j#r;s Prudence, and a 
more fooliſh Theology concerning the Power of Kings : _y 
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there maintain -and pay Lawyers at the Bar, Profeſſors in the 
Sciools, Theologians 1 the Accademies, Preachers in the Pul- 
pits, - Hiitorians at Court, and Flatterers every where, who are 
continually Preaching, Thar ſovereign Princes are the lively 
.Images of God upon Earth,” and Copies altogether reſembling 
the Original ; that no le{s Obedience ts owing for the Tempe- 
ralty ro Kings, than. is owing to God for ttc Spiricualcy, and 
for eterual things; that People ought ro obey wichout murmur- 
ing, and without examiniag whether the iovereign Lord's Orders 
do agree or not with our Intereſts ; that King's are oblig'd and 
bound to nothing with relation to their People ; thar there is no 
mutual Pact berween the King and his Subjects; that the Pow- 
&r of Kings is without Condition ; that the Daties of King and 
Subject are not reſpeClive, as are thoſe of Maſter and Servant, 
Husband and Wife, of Father and Child,. becauſe the King on 
his part is oblig'd to nothing ; that in- truth he ought to ſtudy 
and endeavour the Preſervation of the People, bur that if he does 
it not, the People has not any Right to demand the reaſon of his 
Neglet and Omiſſion, or to withdraw themſelves from their 
Allegiance to him : That the King is raisd above Laws, that 
he is not oblig'd ro obey them, thar he may abrogate and change 
them when he thinks fitting ; that the People are made for 
Kings, and that Kings are. Maſters of the People, quite other- 
wile than a Father is Maſter of his Children ; that Kingdoms 
are, and belong in property, as immoveable and perfonal ERates 
belong to particular Perſons ; particular Pertons may ſell both 
their perſonal and other Eſtates, mortgage. them, alienate and 
fell them, without being liable to be called to queſtion on that 

account : That Kings have the ſame Power over their Subjects, 

and all the parts of the State, that they can alienate and diſpoſe 
of them as they think fitting : That ſucceſſive Crowns are in Fa- 
milies as well as other Inheritances ; that the living does natu- 
rally enter upon the Poſſeſſion of the Eftate left by the dead, 
without being obliged to any Oath or any Treaty with the. Peo-. 
ple, and without its being neceſſary that the Princes ſucceſſour 
have certain qualities that render him proper to ſucceed ; that 
the ill qualities of the Body and Mind, the criminal Diſpolitions 
of the Heart, the Afnbltion, Avarice, Cruelty, the Incapacity 
| of 
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of Reigning, the ſalle Religion, Impiery, nothing in a word 
can be an Obſtacle to the Right of a lawful Prince, Heir of a 
Crown : That the Power of Kings comes immediately from 
God, and that they do not hold it of the People, wherefore 
they are only bound to anſwer for it to God : That they ought 
not to abule their Power, but that when they do abuſe it, the 
judgment of ir is to be left to God : That they may rake away 
the Goods and Eſtates of their Subjects to employ them to ſuch 
ules as they think fitting : That they may: take away Wives 
from their Husbands, atrack the Pudicity of Women with 
Impunity : That they may Kill and Maſſacre their Subjects : In 
2 word, That they may exerciſe a boundleſs Licentioutneſs, 
without our being permitted to feek for Remedy, otherwiſe 


than in Prayers and Remonſtrances. That ill Princes are given 


by Heaven as well as good, that the latter ought to be look®d 
upon as Preſents from Heaven, bur that the former ought to be 


 confider'd as God's Scourges, which we are to ſubmit to, and 


and not go about to throw them into the fire; that this is God's 


Right, and that the exerciſe of ir is to be left ro him : That 


Subjects oppreſſed by an ill Prince may turn themſelves ro God 
in Prayers and Tears, but that they ought never to employ 
other Arms; that there is no Gaſe wherein Subjetts are allow- 
ed to riſe up againſt a King: That though what he Orders and 
Decrees is unjuſt, ifir be an evil to ſuffer, ir maſt be patiently 


born, if ir be an evil to do, that, indeed; one cannot be bound 


ro do it, becauſe 'tis better to obey Gcd than Man, bur'in this 
Caſe a Body muſt dye and not refiſt, becaufe that all refiſtance 
againſt the Will of an ill Prince is a great Crime before God : 


Thar even under the Pretext of Religion it is never allowable, 


ro riſe up againſt a King, who becomes a Tyrant, who Gdefo- 
Jlates the Church, who ruines irs SanCtuaries, who protcrives the 
Miniſters of its Alcars, who ravages its Demeſnes, who pro- 


fanes its Mifteries, aboliſhes its Worſhip, and eſtabliſhes Here- 


fie and Idolairy ; That the Church ought to groan and com- 
plain before God, bur that the People have nor any Right to ftop 
choſe hort: ble Excefles by actual Courles, 

All rhefe glaring Maximes are not: only yended as Poſitions of 
L aw and ju7is Prudence, but as Points of Religion, Precepts of Chri- 


ſtian 
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ſian Morality, and Articles of Faith, becauſe that Scripture calls 
Kings the Anointed of God, that it ſays, Obey your Leaders ; he that 
reſiſts the Power, reſiſts the IVill of God ;, and that we' muſt ſubmit 
thereunto, nor only our of feav of Puniſhment, but alſo for Conſcience 
ſake ; becauſe that the Daties of Subjects in regard of their 
King make part of the Law of God, of Chriſtian Morality ; And 
for fear that all theſe Maxims remaining 1n the general !dea, 
without Application, ſhould not make ſafficient Impreſſion up- 
on Peoples minds, the Court conven'd its Clergy and Biſhops, 
in the Year 1682. and in that Afſembly had ir aſſerted, Thar 
the King 1s above all the Laws of the Church, that he cannot 
be Excommunicated either by the Pope or the Church, that 
Subjets can never be freed from the Oath of Fidelity, for 
any Cauſe, no, not ſo much as for that of Religion : Thans ,by 
Order of our holy Biſhops, if God ſends us in his Wrath a King 
that tears the Catholique Religion, that ſullics all its Altars, 
that would make us all T:rks, and employs Dragoons to: make 
us Mahometans, It will be allowable to dye and ſuffer Martyr- 
dom ; but it will not be allowable to oppoſe any Dyke agaiaſt 
that Torrent, we muſt bear with the ruine of Chri&4arity, and 
patiently ſee Mabometaniſm planted, and the Creſcent diſplay*d 
upon the Wrecks of the Croſs of Feſws ChrizZ. If any one ſhould 


happen to give to,underſtand that He does not approve of theſe 


exorbitant Maxims,great Care ts taken tohury himina Dungeon, 
that ſo he may neither ſpeak nor be heard : And as for thoſe 


whoſe Mouths are not to be ſtopp*d, and who aſſert that the - 


People have eſtabliſhed themſelves Kings to be their Fathers, 


and not their Tyrants ; that the Right of the People is not to 


be preſcribed ; that one is bound in Conſcience to endeavour 
ones own. Conſervation againſt the Oppreſſions of any Order 
whatever ; that Kings cannot have more Power over Subjets 
than Fathers have over Children, ſince they are eſtabliſhed to 
be Fathers over the People; that Kings have their bounds, 
not only in the Rules of Juſtice and Equity, but alſo in the Pri- 
viledges which the People have retain'd to themſelves ; that Fa- 
thers are the ſacred Heads for their Children, as well as Kings 


. are the Anointed of the Lord ; and that nevertheleſs, the Pow- 


er of Fathers has its bounds, beyopd which all Laws, Divine 


and Hnmane, Pagan and Chri57an do permit the. reſilting the 
Vio- 


aca 
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Violence of Parents : That the Prince has Power to raiſe Tri- 
butes for the Conſervation of the State, and not for its ruine : 
That the Blood of the People ought not to be ſquandered away 
upon the Princes Delights, as in building him ſtately Houſes, 
and in procuring him an infinita number of ſuperfluities and na- 
ity Pleaſures : that Kings have their Demeſne, and that it is to 
ſaſfer a great deal, the permitting a Prince to do with his De- 
meſns what he will for the iating of his Pleaſures : But that it- 
is an unheard of thing, that Money ſhould be given by extra- 
ordinary Imapoſt, and thar the People ſhould drain themſelves 
to indulge a Kings inordinate Paſſions. They, I ſay, who ſpread 
about theſe Maxims, are uſed in France as execrable People, Ene- 
mies of Kings, the Peſts of Societies, Enemies of humane kind, 
People that would feign throw all into Confuſion and Diſorder. 
Theſe Clamours, and this great noiſe ſtun and ſtartle the 
French, they hear but one ſide, and by conſequence hear no- 
thing ; they plainly perceive that their common Senſe and their 
Hearts reſiſt thoſe Maxims of Tyranny ; but by continually hear- 
ing them vended, the boldneſs of a.lofty tone, and with an air 
of Aſſurance, they know not what to think of it ; they ſee the 
Torrent that is. going on that fide, the Eccleſiaſticks and Bi- 
ſhops falling in with this Current, the Barr not oppoſing it, 
the Kings. Advocates and Attorney Generals in the Tribunals 
malutaing theſe Maxims, the Judges approving them by pra- 
ice and a ſhameful ſilence diſcountenanc'd and confus'd from 
relilting alone they yield and buckle nnder the Yoak, reſerving 
'till a better time the informing themſelves of the truth: If they 
are not per{waded, at leaſt they think convenient to ſpeak and 
act as if they were ſo. A poor Farſeniſt, whoſe Caſlock is rent 
by dragging him to ſtgn the Formulary, or a poor Hugenot, who 
has the Ponyard ſet to his Throat for the making him abjure 
his Religion, thinks to make a great effort of Liberty in ſaying, 
My Eſtate and Life are at the Kings diſpoſal, but my Conſcience on- 
ly in Gods : Poor Wretch ! and what meaneſt thou when thou 


 1ayeſt, that thy Eſtate and Lite are at the Kings diſpoſal ? If 


this ſignifies that the King has made himſelf Maſter of thy Eſtate 
and Lite, to do what he will with them, thou art in the right ; 
but thereby thy Conſcience 1s in the Kings power as well as thy 
Life and Eſtate; for as it ſeems, he has made himſelf Maſter of 


the 
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*the Conſcience of all his Subje&ts, to make them believe, or at 
leaſt to make them ſay all he pleaſes in matter of Religion. If 
thou meanelt that of Right the King has a full Power over thy 
Life & Eſtate, to do with them what he ſhall judge converient, with - 
out being bound to anſwer therefore to other than to God ; where 
haſt thou pick'd up theſe Maxims ? is it the Church, is it common 
ſenſe that has taught thee them ? this 1s not the place to refute 
them, and ſhew their Abſurdity and Ridicule: That ſhail be our” 
Province when that we ſpeak of the means of pulling down the 
Deſpotick Power, and of reſtoring the ancient Laws of the King- 
dom. For the preſent it is ſufficient that we have related Hiſto- 
rically that capricious Juriſprudence and filly Theology, which 
is the firſt means the Court of France makes ule of to bnvy up its 
Arbitrary Power ; let's now take a View of the others. 

If there was no other than this firſt means, it would not have 
any great ſucceſs, but the Tyranny 1s ſettled by ſeveral other 
means : The ſecond means is, That the Kiug has rendered him- 
ſelf Maſter of the Church : Who holds the firſt part and principal 
of an All, has quickly all the reſt : And the French Kings have 
made themſelves. Maſters of the Church, by making themſelves 
Malters of the Benefices and all the Goods of the Church. Uſurp- 
Ers are not made in one day. Long Is it that ſecular Princes have 
endeavoured to oppreſs the Liberty of the Church, and with Au- 
thority fill the Pulpirs with their Creatures. It is clear to all 
thoſe who make uſe of their common ſenſe, that the People and. 
the Clergy ought to. Elect their Biſhops and Guides ; this was the 
courſe in the Apoltles time, this has ever been the pratice in all 
Ages, where the Church has been able to enjoy its true Rights: 
It 13 alſo certain that the Galican Church was founded, and a long 
time governed -upon this foot. But it is alſo true, that Kings 

*have for this long while laboured to render themſelves Maſtets of 
the EleCtions. The Kings of the firlt Race gave Biſhops when 
they could, and the Church ever oppoſed it, when that could be 
"done with ſafety. The third Council of Par, held in the Year 557. 
under the Reign of Chi/debert, made thereupon a ſevere Ocdinance, 
That no Biſhop be Ordaird, ſays it, againſt the Will of the Citizens, but 
him only that ſhall have been voluntarily choſen, and with a full conſent 
by the People, and by the Clergy, and not by the Prince's Command. 
From that time the Ga/ican Church has ever been ſtrugliug with 

* the Popes, and with 1ts Kings, for the Freedom of Elections; 

| E Charles 


” Oo 


OO” 


_— — — 


_ 9 OO OG II EI” 
- 


—_ Is IE EIS rae 


— 


22. The Tbs 77 France 7n Slavery. 


Charies the 5:4. caus'd the Pragmatique Saxthon to be made at Bour- 
ves, and ſent the Original of it to-Kome z this occalion*d more Joy 
there than the Conqueſt of a Kingdom to Jeſus Chuift would have 
Gone, The Succeſlors of. Lea the 11th. reſtored or annihilated 
that Prazmatique Saniti n, according as they ſtood well or ill wich 
the Court of Kome, at laſt Zeothe iochb. and Francis the 1/f, ſhared 
this Morſel between them, and gave the laſt blow to the Liberties 
of the Gallican Church, by aboliſhing for ever Canonical EleRi- 
ons: The Pope had the Arzares or Firit-truits upon Benefices, and 
the Proviſion of Bulls, and the King reſerved to himſelf the No- 
mination to all great Benefices. The Memory of Chancellour Du 


-Frat, who did this doughty Feat, remzins loxded on this Account 


with all the Execration of the Church. Since Francis the 1. all 
the French Kings have exerciſed This Right, but Zewss the 14h. 
has improved it, and extended it much farther than the reſt, as 
appears by the great Diſpute of the Regalia, and by his undertak- 
ing to nominate Superiours to the Religious Houſes of both Sexes; . 
who were never ſubmitted to this Yoak, 

Now it 1s as clear as the day, that this Priviledge which the 
French Kings have acquired to themſelves by a pure Uſurpation, 
is one of the great means by which they ſupport their Deſpotick 
Power and their Arbitrary Sway. It's well known how far Pco- 
ple ſuffer themſelves caſily to be perſwaded by the DireQors of 
their Conſciences. A Biſhop preaches, and canſes what Doctrine 
he pleaſes -to.be preached : He ſends and appoints Conteſſors 
throughout his whole"Dioceſs : He only admits to Curacies and 
places in Pariſhes ſnch People as eſpouſe his Principles. The Court 
nominates to Biſhops ſuch Perſons -as are at its Devotion, and 
theſe Biſheps pay a thorough- pac'd obſequiouſneſs to the. Court, 
which makes their Fortune, and on whom their Fortune does de- 
end; for the fame Authority that made them can unmake them. 
The Court nominates alſo to great Abbys; ard the Abbots com- 
mendatory do not fail of inſpiring into Their Monks the ſpirit of 
Obedience and blind Submiſſion for the King vho made them : The 
Moaks are almoſt ever a quarreling with the Abbots for the Tcm- 
Foralty, and for the Kitchin ;. but this very thing obliges them 40 
live in a great ſubmiſſion for the Court, that ſo they may partake. 
its Favour : They ſharc in the ſordid Complaiſance of their Ab- 
b:ts for the higher Powers, that ſo they may the more eaſily and 
with Aipport croſs-bite them in their Enterprizes, Belides all 


this, 
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this, it is to be conſidered, that by this Priviledge of diſpoling of 
all the great Benefices, the Court renders it ſelf Miſtreſs of all the 
great Families of the Kingdore. : They only ſubfiſt by the Goods 
of the Church ; an eldeſt Son carrys away all the Eſtate, the young- 
er Brothers are only rich by Biſhopricks, Abbys, and other Goods 
of the Church which the King gives them ; and theſe Goods be- 
come as it were hereditary in Families, the Unckles reſign them 
to their Nephews from generation to generation ; when a Brother 
has long polleſſed theſe Goods of the Church, if a fancy takes him 
to Marry, he reſigns them to any of his younger Brothers, reſery- 
ing to himſelf a large Penſion upon the Benefice. 

{t is caſte to comprehend, that all the great Families of the 
Kingdom, which are only rich by theſe goods, mult needsbe in a 
great Dependency, fince they only poſſeſs theſe great Revenues 
by the Kings Gratuity, and dependently on his Will. In ſhort, 
when, when the King means to reward any one that cannot receive 
an Eccleſiaſtical Character, he aſligns him large Penſions upon 
Benefices poſſefled by others : Thus the Eccleſtaſtical Goods are 
. abſolutely ſecularized, and ſerve only to furniſh the Prince with 
the means of enflaving the whole Kingdom, of recompenſing thoſe 
who are the Miniſters of his arbitrary Power, and of gaining to 
himſelf Voices for the maintaining it. There is not a man but finds 
a Government wherein he gains, altho all others loſe by it. Where- 
fore, all the Gentry of Frarce, and particularly the Nobility, can- 
not be picqu'd and out of humour with an arbitrary Power, which 
gauls *em indeed ſometimes, but which alone ſecures to them the 
poſſeſſion of the immenſe Revenues of the Galican Church : For if 
the Deſpotick power of the Government over the Goods of the 
Church was annihilated, Canonical EleCtions being eſtabliſhed, it 
would be no longer Birth, Favour, Complaiſance for the Court, 
and Devotion to its Maxims, that would gain the great Benefices; 
it would be Vertue, Piety, Knowledge, Learning and Merit, with- 
out having regard to Extratftion, The Court does alſo make uſe of 
another Means. very Efficacious for the binding the Biſhops to its 
ſervice, and by them for the enflaving the whole Nation : That is, 
its authorizing the Tyranny of thoſe Biſhops over their Prieſts, 
and over, all the lower Clergy. The Prieſts are the Slaves of their 
Biſhops : There is nothing ſo miſerable, ſo abjeft, and ſotrod un- . 
der foot as the lower Clergy: whi!e that a Eiſhop is a great Lord, 
and is at a ſcandalous Expence, in Dogs, Horſes, Moveables, Do- 

E- 2 | meſticks, 
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melſticks, Tables, Equipage ;. the Prieſts of the. Dioceſe have not 

wherewithall to buy themſelves a Caſla:k ; the Burdens of the 
Tythes fall upon thoſe wretches,. and paſs by my Lords the Pre- 
jates without touching them : The Biſhops uſe their Priells, - not as 
honelt Servants, but like Skip-kennels ; they are never covered be- 

fore their Biſhops, they have not the honour of cating at their Ta- 
ble, they muſt troop at their beck, and bluidly obey their Prelates 

orders, as if they were his Subjects, and he. their Soveraign. lin a 

Free State, and under a well regulated Monarchy, this Condutt 

would not be allowed ; the Biſhops would be taught that they are 

only the Heads of their Prieſts, and not their Kings ; and that they 

ought not to govern them ſave according to the Canons : Where- 

tore the Biſhops and prelates are engaged to maintzin the Deſpo- 

tick power, which maintains them. T he Tyrants lend each other 

a hand, and the molt exalted Tyrants permit the interiour- Ty- 

rants to exerciſe Tyranny over thoſe that are lower than them, 

that ſo they may engage them thereby to uphold a Governmeat, 

under which they have an Empire. which they could not uphold, ii 
Affairs took arother track. 

Louis the 14th. the molt Imperious, and the moſt authorized of 
all Kings, has thoroughly penetrated this Policy, though he. has 
efficaciouſly laboured to re-unite in his Perſon all the Authority 
that was ſcattered in divers SubjeQs, he has permitted the Biſhops 
to aggravate the Youk of the Prieſts : Nay, and ſome few years. 
ago, he caus*d a Decree to be made in his Council, by which the. 
Curats are deſtituable or deprivable by their Biſhops ad mtu - 
That is to ſay, that a Bilhbop may remove, turn away, baniſh a 
Curate when he pleaſes, without other reaſon rhan his Caprice and 
his Will : There necded no more than this to cruſh the lower Cler- 
gy, and render it the Contempt of the People, and the Slave of the 
Prelates. Judge whether 3he Biſhops who reign 1o. deſpotically, 
-ought not to hold for. the Deſpotick power. 

The Clergy make a great Budy 1» the State, butthe Financiers, 
people of Aﬀeirs, Farmers, Treaſurers, Reccivers, make na leſs 
great One : To comprehend all, from the firſt Adminitixators of the 
Finances, ſuch asis a Snperintendant, (01 tuch as was: Colbert, even. 
to the moſt petty Commis or to the Tax-mens Guards.As it has been 
a great myſtery of policy to intereſſe the whole Body of the Cler. 
gy to maintain the Deſpotick power, it was no leſs an important. 


Kxzoak, to engage the whole Body of the Financiers and people of 
| | Bulineſs, 
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Buſineſs, in the maintenance of the arbitrary Sway :. And this is 


. what the Court has been able to doe in this lait Age. All Exrope has 


with Amazement ſeen, nay and with horrour, the prodigious and 
immenſe Fortuncs that have been gotten in ſo ihort a time. People 
have been in a Condition to make ſome Loans to the Miniiters in 
their preſſing neceſſities: This to them was a Door for entring In- 


tothe Alminiſtration of the Finances. .And thus in a twinkling have 


they tereby raiſed rich and puiſſant Families; they have reimburſed 
themſelves a hundred times over what they lent. Others from petty 
Commis or Clarks, have found the means to raiſe themſelves to 
the higheſt Employs in the Finances or Revenues: Others have 
ſhouldred themlelves in by other courſes. But after whatever man- 
ner they got in, when once introduc'd, they made diſmal havock. 
All the veins of the people have been ſuek'd, no fort are there of 
Violences and Villanies, but have been committed ro drain them. 
The givers of Advice have come a-croſls as the Auxiliary Treops 
of people of Bufineſs. An infinite number of men have had ſhare in 
the Cake: all the Burgeſlic of Paris have found the means to im. 
-prove their Money by this means, and to intereſſe themſelves for 
the deriving twenty, thirty, forty and fifty per Cent. which accord- 
ing to the Laws ought to be worth no more than Five. The Reign 
of the Financiers was mounted to ſuch a Degree in the Kingdom, 
that it made another State in the State, and appeared with fo much 
luſtre, that all that was great and glittering in the Realm, was 
excelled and ontſhin'd by it. Thoſe Gentlemen were ſeen to pur- 
chaſe the moſt ancient Pallaces of the Princes and Dukes of the laſt. 
Age, pnll down thoſe great and Noble Pallaces, build npon their 
Ruines other Pallaces after the modern way,more magnificent than 
the Pallaces of Kings : they purchaſed the principal Lands of the 
Kingdom in the Provinces,andavail'd themſelves of the Wrecks'of 
the great ruin'd Houſes : They had Equipages of a Soveraign,mag- 
nificent and delicious Tables. In ſhort,never was there ſo prodigious - 
an abuſe, and'ſo immoderate a profuſton of Riches; all France has 
ſeen to what end the Finances were employed- in-the time of the 
Superintendant Fouquet ; the immenſe ſummes he expended in fil- 
thy pleaſures, in ſtately Buildings, in Feaſts and Entertainments 
of an inconceivable Magnificence, mn Lands; unto which he afſem- 
bled all the Rarities of Nature : All other people of Bulineſs under 
him, after his Example puſh'd thoſe Exceſles to the utmoſt extre- 
mirty, and ſet themſelves no bounds. And what furniſh'd to all this ? 


the Subſtance of the.People, and the Deſpotick Power ; the WHt 
of. 


Pe —_—  —— —— 
_ 


* gy yer Oe Og” I" PIP I no Ee ———<— 


; The Sighs of France in Slavery. 


of the Prince, on which alone depends the Impoſts : The Taxes 
were rats d according as the Farmers judg'd convenient ; the Farms 
were made to mount as high as neceſſary, for the furniſhing to the 
n2ccſlities of the State, to glut the inſatiable cupidity and deſire 
oi the Miniſters, and to ſtop the longing, and ſtnff the vaſt Vora- 
city of ſeveral millions of {tarv'd people, who devoured all : A giver 
of Advice was heard as an Oracle, he was produc'd at Court with 
Encomiums, he was magnificently rewarded ; the Recompenſes 
animated others; all people ſtruck in with ſo well paid a profuſi- 
on. All Frazce was covered over with Exactors, and no body could 
{ay any thing to them. If Impoſts had been regulated and govern- 
ed as formerly by the States of the Kingdom, matters would not 
have gone thus. Thus Crouds of petty Tyrants, who avail'd them- 


iclves of the Tyranny, would not have been ſuffered to reign: 


Theſe great Fortunes were not raiſed, ſave under the Favour and 
ſhadow of that Deſpotick power which ſays without Reſerve, Ur 
pleaſes us, We will, and it 1s our pleaſure : For there needed no more 
than to inform the Miniſters, or to deceive the Council, to obtain 


- a Declaration or a Decree, by which, as witha Scythe, they reap- 


ed -where they had not ſowed. 
Thus you have a prodigious Number of people concerned to up- 
hold the Arbitrary Power, for their Reign only depended on that. 


And beſides, tho theſe people were in great numbers, they found 


means to engage all the Grandees in the Kingdom in the ſame 
Courſes. There was not a Financier but had Governours of Pro- 
vinces in pay, as alſo the Kings Lieatenants, Commanders of 
Places; nay, and the great Lords of the Provinces : To one they 
cave. fiity thouſand Livres peniton, to the other more or leſs, that 


1o they might lend a hand for the eſtabliſhment and railing of the 


Impoits : For the People are not by habit ſo mnch Slaves, but that 
they ever remember their ancient Liberty ; they made Inſurrecti- 
ons when they could,to caſt off the heavy yoak that was laid upon 
their ſhoulders. Bur the Kings Governours, the principal Magi- 
itracy of the Cities, and the principal Lords of the Countrey, with 
the People of Buſineſs, afliſted to the containing the people in 
their Duty ; that is to ſay, to the hindring them from doing their 
Duty, trom 1mproving and ſtanding upon their Rights. Thus 
you ſee how taany People areengagcd to maintain the Tyranny : 
We have aJjready related, when a Government is qgiet; they are 
Lot in pain that others loſe thereby. Now again, thoute Gentle- 
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men who ſince have felt the weight of the Deſpotick power, and 
who have been oppreſled by it, doas well as-we feel the weight and 
injuſtice of the burden : Bat then ſurrounded with Goods, ſwiming 
in Riches, they bleſs d the Channels that convey'd them to them, 


_ and were far from falling into courſes which would have been fatal 


to them. 

The truth is, that things are much altered ſince that time, the 
Reign of the Financiers is muck leſlen'd, the King has drawn all the 
profit to himſelf. People of that ſort are ſeldom now ſeen to make 
thofe Fortunes they did formerly. There is now no longer any need 
of giving Peglionsto the Governours of the Provinces to induce them 
to be aſliiting to the forcing the People to Obedience. The King has 
wrelſted ſo much Authority to himſelf, and has ſtretched his Power 
{o far, that at preſent an Order from the Court,carryed by-a Foot-' 
man, and produced by an Intendant, makes a whole Province trem- 
ble ; all bow their heads, great and ſmall, King's ſervants ana Mini- 
ſters, M:giſtrates and People. But befides that, this does not redound 
to the diſcharge of the People, it mult of neceſlity be that the De- 
fpotick Power,and the Impoits continuing, People of that ſort will. 
again remount upon their throne. The means which the King vies to 
keep the People in Captivity without dependingon the men of Bult- 
neſs, is more burdenſome to the State than was the Reign of the Fi- 
nanciers; for it is that horrible number of Troops wherewithall 
he covers the Kingdom over, and of which we have hereafter 
to diſcourſe. The King has not gain'd ſo much in reforming 
the Officers of the Finances as he conſumes in the maintenance. 
of thoſe great Armies. The facility the King finds in Exa@ti- 
Ons comes from what is called the force of the Government, 
Pcople pay becauſe they would not dare to refuſe, for that they- 
have over their Heads an Authority which ſeems like a Mountain, 
ever ready to fall and cruſh them. Bat the States cannot long ſubſilt 
in this violent ſcituation, Forreign Warrs ſuccegding: il, Civil : 
Warrs occalioned by Malecontents, a Minority, under which the 
Royal Authority remains as it were eclipſed, cauſe alſo the Ter- 
ror to eclipſe, the Forces of Land ard Seca diminith, the Command- 
ers of thoſe Troops are no longer traftable and ſubmiſſive, the - 
People then Legin tro feel their ſtrength, that find will indubita- 

ly return, 2nd then the Reign of People of that ſort come again, - 


and makes tae Court reign exactly by the ſame ways by which they 


made 1t reiga during the Miniitry of Cardinal de Richelzer, and _ ; 
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of the Cardinal Mazarine; and by,conſequence, unleſs Orders and 
Rezulations be made in that Caſe, .this Miniſtry of the Financiers, 
and the licenſe they have of taking all under-the Deſpotick Autho- 
ri:y of the Kings Name, will ever be one of the moſt powerful 
means for the upholding the Arbitrary Power. As much humbled 
25 are now People of Buſineſs, by the Courts of Juſtice, by the pro- 
digious Taxes they are made to pay, by the diminution of their 


immenſe-gains, they are not yet recovered irom the Charm of thar' 


Arbitrary Power, and they woutd not cancurr to deſtroy it ; they 
remember the happy times they have ſpent under the Favour of 


that Arbitrary Power, their Pomp, their Reign, and their Plea-: 


tures. Menero ſaid, there were three things tne King couid not 
take away from him, his Nobility, for he was of low Birth , his 
Patrimony, for he was born a Beggar z and the good Meals he 12d 
had. Thysthe Memory of time paſt fupports them in their Max- 
ims : The preſent, though troubleſome, does nevertheleſs engage 
them therein, for thoſe People that have been vex, tax-d, ruig- 
ed, have preſerved good. pieces of their ruine : Of the one the 
King has taken four or five Millions, of another two, of another 
fifceen hundred thouſand Livres ; but after this they {till live mag- 
nificently and in abundance, they leave: much more. to thei Chii- 
dren than their Parents left them ; then they have no other reaſon 
than to. be ſatisfhed with an Arbitrary Power, which they have 
long abuſed, and which at laſt has not given them ſuch a Fall, bur 
that they are ftill upon their Feet : In fine, the hopes of the fu- 
cure keeps them within the Principles of the Arbitrary Power; for 
the reaſon newly alledged ; which 1s, that they: plainly foreſaw 
that the preſent State of Afﬀairs 1s too violent and too ſtrain'd to 
{abfilt long ; ic muſt necds fal}, and then Pcoyle of Bulineſs will 


return to be the Props of the Monarchy, and'the Miniſters of, the 


Defpotick Power. The Court in a while will ſtand in necd of them 
and their Money, and then as they did formerly, they wilt be dear- 
iy-p2id far the Snccours that they ſhall have:lent to tie Crown and 
the Miniſters. Thus'you have already three; powerful and effica- 
ctous means the Arbitrery Government ot the Court wtſes to buoy 
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